HR676 -- John Conyers’ “Improved Medicare for All”
Source: http://tinyurl.com/ythj4u



Costs

· Since 2000, when the Republicans took full control, health care costs have risen by 73%.

· The U.S. spends 16% of GDP compared to Canada's 10% and France's 9.6%. All other single-payer plans are below 10% GDP
· U.S. administrative costs are 31%, Canada 16% 

· Medicare costs have grown less than federal employees’ health care costs (4.5% vs 15%)

· Employer health costs $6500 vs $800 in Canada

· More Big Three autos now made in Canada than in Detroit because of high medical costs

· Health care typically costs employers 15% of payroll, making them very noncompetitive 

Why have costs risen?

· Huge wastes generated by private insurers
· A glut of questionable, expensive (but highly profitable) high-tech procedures
· Wasteful duplication and inefficiency caused by a lack of rational planning
· Drug companies have their run of congressmen and FDA process (thru campaign contributions)

· Medicare costs are naturally higher per patient because it covers almost exclusively seniors and end-of-lifers (extended to younger patients those costs would decrease significantly) 
· Health care costs in over 50% of bankruptcies 


Quality

· The U.S. ranks 37th in the world, compared to Canada in 5th and France in 1st place.

· U.S. life expectancy is 76.8 years, Canada's is 79.4 and France is 79 years old
· Canada has twice the kidney transplants than the U.S. 
· Canada has 20% more inpatient days per capita, France is nearly triple ours
· Canada has more nurses than U.S. (9.7 vs 8.1 per capita)

· Canadians have more doctor visits per capita

· Canada has 35% less infant mortality than U.S. 

· Wait times don't exist in Canada for urgent procedures, do exist for elective procedures

· Denial of care is common problem in U.S. private systems, and insurers can terminate insurance for patients with chronic disease
· Brits and Canadians have lower rates of nearly every chronic disease

Coverage

· Everybody in, nobody out, 100% coverage
· No co-pays, deductibles, pre-existing, COBRA 

· The U.S. has 45 million people (15% of its population) uninsured; Canada, France and every other industrialized nation, except the U.S., insures 100% of their population 

· Free choice of doctors in Canada, France, U.S. 

· HR646 is a combination public-private system. Private Gap coverage may be purchased
Administration

· We have over 1000 insurance companies, each with hundreds of plans. All others: one payer.

· Administrative costs in Canada $418 vs $1442 per capita in U.S.

· Medicare administrative costs 3.1% vs 16-30% for private insurers

· Physician billing expenses per capita in Canada $146 vs $441 in U.S.

Migration

· In survey of 18,000 Canadians, only 20 had gone to U.S. for elective care 

· Of America's best hospitals only one treated more than 60 Canadians per year, and some of those were already in the states
· 40% of ambulatory services near border treated no Canadians last year 

· 40% treated less than one Canadian per month

· More Canadian physicians are now going north than south 

· Canada has over twice the number of applicants to medical school than U.S. (per capita)

Political

· $200M lobbying and campaign contributions from pharmaceutical industry and health professionals, hospitals and nursing homes

Misc

· 62% of Americans prefer Medicare-for-all, 
32% prefer the current system

· 80% of Canadians prefer their system to ours

· Businesses would be more competitive world-wide as their medical costs greatly decrease 
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